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Animal diseases, including zoonoses, have the potential to negatively impact economies, the environment, society, and
public health. It is currently thought that over 60% of human diseases and over 80% of agents that can be used for bio-
terrorism are of animal origin. The emergence and spread of animal diseases, including zoonoses, is at an all-time high.
This increase in disease emergence and spread is thought to be the result of an increase in intensive farming, global
travel, human pressure on ecosystems and social unrest.

This issue of the Scientific and Technical Review reviews the use of animal pathogens and zoonotic agents as
bioweapons. More specifically, it examines their use throughout history, explores current disease trends and threats
and evaluates the use of animals (terrestrial and aquatic) as sentinels for early detection of outbreaks affecting animals
and/or humans, whether the outbreaks be of natural, accidental or deliberate origin.

In addition, it looks at the potential impacts of animal pathogens, including zoonotic agents, on economies, social
unrest, food security, and public health. It reviews current frameworks for an international response to a biological
event and explores current United Nations mechanisms for response to an alleged use of biological agents. This
volume also explores technological advances for early detection, surveillance, and response to a disease event. It
concludes by discussing systems for strengthening global biosecurity and resilience and considering methods of
ensuring the sustainability of these systems.
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The OlE Is an international organisation created in 1924
with a mandate from its 182 Member Countries to improve

animal health and welfare. Its activities are permanently

supported by 301 centres of scientific expertise and 12 regional

offices with a presence on every continent.

Follow the OIE: www.oie.int

@OIEANnIimalHealth

OIEVideo
World Organisation for Animal Health

World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)

o World Organisation for Animal Health - OIE
You

Digital version: www.oiebulletin.com
-

'i'P WORLD ORGANISATION FOR ANIMAL HEALTH
. l ___/ Protecting animals, preserving our future

12, rue de Prony - 75017 Paris, France
Tel.:+33(0)144 151888 - Fax: +33(0)1 42 67 09 87 - cie@oie.int



