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Livestock farming plays a key role in the economy of Burkina Faso. With a considerable diversity of
livestock animals, it contributes to the food and nutritional security of rural and urban households.
Small ruminants figure heavily, contributing close to 32% of the FCFA 30 billion generated annually
by livestock farming in Burkina Faso [1].

According to Burkina Faso’s Ministry of Animal Resources (DGESS/MRAH, 2017), the ruminant livestock population of
the country is estimated at 9,647,000 cattle, 15,180,000 goats and 10,137,000 sheep.

Various forms of livestock farming exist in Burkina Faso, ranging from sedentary farming to transhumant pastoralism.
Pastoral production, characterised by herd mobility and extensive grazing, is the best way of using pastoral land and
protecting livestock.

In Burkina Faso, around 75% of livestock is farmed using a nomadic and migratory approach, both on a national and
cross-border basis. Pastoralism is therefore the main activity that uses the fragile and irregular natural vegetation in a
sustainable way. This form of livestock farming adapts quickly to major seasonal and interannual variations in plant
biomass and water resources.

But, in Burkina Faso, weather events, the extent and quality of pastures, and health and economic constraints often
make pastoralism a precarious activity.

Sheep and goats, which make up the largest share of ruminant livestock in the Sahel (roughly 64% according to the
results of the second national survey on livestock population), contribute substantially to resolving the socio-cultural
and economic problems of Sahel pastoral communities and play a vital role in assuring the food and nutritional security
of these communities.

PPR and CBPP are the primary diseases targeted by the PRAPS–Burkina Faso

Despite its considerable role in the fight against poverty and under-employment, the livestock sector continues to be
faced with numerous constraints that limit its contribution to the socio-economic development of the country. The
constraints on ruminant farming include animal diseases, which remain an obstacle to livestock productivity and the
development of livestock farming as a whole in Burkina Faso.

To help resolve these constraints, the Regional Sahel Pastoralism Support Project–Burkina Faso (PRAPS–Burkina
Faso) has committed, through its first component – ‘Improving Animal Health’, to supporting the implementation of the
national strategic plan for the control of peste des petits ruminants (PPR). PPR and contagious bovine
pleuropneumonia (CBPP) are the main contagious diseases limiting the development of livestock production in Burkina
Faso, causing enormous economic losses for the country and rural households. They are also the primary diseases
targeted by the PRAPS–Burkina Faso.

Work under way or already completed in this area includes the acquisition and provision of vaccines at a subsidised
cost and the provision of vaccination equipment (syringes and needles), cold chain equipment (refrigerated vans, ice
boxes, combined refrigerators) and logistics resources (including motorbikes).
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Web page of PRAPS Burkina Faso

http://dx.doi.org/10.20506/bull.2018.2.2872
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of its frontiers and boundaries.
The views expressed in this article are solely the responsibility of the author(s). The mention of specific companies or products of manufacturers,
whether or not these have been patented, does not imply that these have been endorsed or recommended by the OIE in preference to others of a
similar nature that are not mentioned.
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